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BASIC QUESTIONS 

 

Q2 What should be the core functions of city government? 
Providing public safety (police/fire) as well as insuring sound infrastructure. 
 
Q3 What are the secondary functions that you support? 
Public amenities and responsible economic development. 
 
Q4 Are there areas you feel the city government should not be involved with? 
City government should not be involved in partisan politics. 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Q5 Did you endorse the proposed property tax increase to fund a Community Center? If you're on the 
council, did you champion it? Please be specific and cite examples of either your support or opposition to 
the project. 
 
I remained neutral on this issue. I felt it was important for the voters to make the decision. The only way the 
proposed project could be funded in that timeframe was through a property tax increase. The funds for such a 
project would not be available without that increase.  If the residents wanted it, this was how they were going 
to have to fund it. 
 
Q6 What can be done in the future to more accurately gauge the appetite of voters when it comes to the 
potential of a tax increase? 
I think the survey accurately portrayed the appetite of voters when it comes to the potential of a tax increase. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE | TAX INCENTIVES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Q7 Regarding the failing pipes that need to be addressed within the next several years, how would you 
tackle that and pay for it? 
Currently, from the stormwater video inspections that have been completed, approximately 5% of our 
stormwater pipes are failing, and an additional 8% are in poor condition. Our 2019 budget includes almost $10 
million for stormwater, and we need to prioritize how those dollars are spent by taking things into account like 
severity, the potential for failure, and flooding concerns. 
 
Q8 What is the proper use of these incentives? When is it improper? Is there a form of incentive you favor 
over another? Is there any type you find more troublesome? Be as specific as you can. 
Incentives are a tool that is sometimes necessary to use for different reasons like terrain that is difficult to 
develop. They should always be used responsibly and only with protections in place for our taxpayers that 
prevent the horror stories we have heard from other cities incentivized projects that have failed, placing that 
burden on the taxpayers. 
 
 
 
 



Miscellaneous Questions 
 
Q9 Much has been made about new apartments and the proper balance between multi-family housing and 
single-family homes. What is your position? 
 
We need to be a community for everyone. That includes housing options for those just getting and started as 
well as those who are ready to downsize. 
 
Q10 If elected, how would you keep yourself informed and up to date of the issues and concerns residents 
of Shawnee and/or your ward believe are important and should be addressed? 
I have several avenues in which I am accessible, approachable, and available to our residents. I hold monthly 
coffees, quarterly Q&As, I am at every city event, etc. I spend almost 2000 hours a year out in the community 
in numerous ways. 
 
Q11 For Mayoral candidates: Mayor Distler incorporated regularly scheduled meetings with the public on both 
monthly, ‘Third Thursdays,’ and quarterly, ‘Quarterly Q&A,’ basis. If elected, would you maintain these 
meetings with the public? 
 
Yes, maintain and looking into ways to increase citizen engagement and reach other demographics of 
residents. 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

 
Q2 "Dark Store Theory" - Have you been aware of the current Walmart lawsuit here in Johnson County 
over the tax structure for businesses (Yes or No)? How do you see this affecting the City of Shawnee 
and what should the City communicate to the residents? 

Yes I am aware of the lawsuit. We are watching closely and it could potentially affect us in such a way as the 
recession did. At this time it is difficult to communicate with residents because we do not have the facts to 
communicate and we do not want to create a chicken little "the sky is falling" hysteria nor do we want to act 
like this is not a big deal. I prefer to communicate with facts and when we have them we will communicate it 
to the residents. At this time, until we know, we are being extra conservative with the budget (for example, 
we have not hired some of the positions that were approved) as we wait and see the results. 
 
Q3 Any Other Comments? Please let us know about any additional points you think are relevant for our 
consideration. Thank you! 
 
No comments. 
 
 
 


