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BASIC QUESTIONS 

 

Q2 What should be the core functions of city government? 
Public safety and infrastructure are the core functions of any city. I believe the city must ensure these areas 
are properly funded and maintained first and foremost. That was the core message of the Vote No Committee 
and one I fully support. 
 
Q3 What are the secondary functions that you support? 
Certainly, I favor amenities like parks and pools and other items that the public expects and adds to the quality 
of life. There is also a role in promoting economic development as well as existing Shawnee businesses but is 
very important the city is prudent about how it goes about accomplishing that goal. 
 
Q4 Are there areas you feel the city government should not be involved with? 
The city should be hesitant to take on any project that competes with existing private businesses in a 
substantial way, as that undermines our own economic base. For instance, there was a concern the 
community center would hurt our many fitness & health businesses in Shawnee, and I share that concern. The 
city should also be careful about any incentives that pick between winners and losers - policies we do pursue 
should be fair and consistent. 
 

COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
Q5 Did you endorse the proposed property tax increase to fund a Community Center? If you're on the 
council, did you champion it? Please be specific and cite examples of either your support or opposition to 
the project. 
I did not and even took a yard sign for the Vote No effort and urged my friends and neighbors to vote against 
it. I posted on Next Door and my neighborhood internet against it. I strongly felt that it was not a good 
proposal. 
 
Q6 What can be done in the future to more accurately gauge the appetite of voters when it comes to the 
potential of a tax increase? 

What's interesting about this question is that the city did conduct a survey, and the people said they didn't 
want a tax increase - yet it was pushed anyway. In this respect, I think the city needs to be mindful to listen to 
all citizens and all views, not just those that confirm what they already want to do. That starts first and 
foremost with listening to the results of the mail ballot election, which were definitive. 
 
 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE | TAX INCENTIVES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
Q7 Regarding the failing pipes that need to be addressed within the next several years, how would you 
tackle that and pay for it? 
The stormwater pipes that are failing or near failure need to prioritize in the budget ahead of any "want." I 
don't believe the city has a revenue problem, the City has a spending problem. We need to look at the 



allocation of funds with needs vs wants in mind. 
 
Q8 What is the proper use of these incentives? When is it improper? Is there a form of incentive you favor 
over another? Is there any type you find more troublesome? Be as specific as you can. 
The original intent of incentives - to create economic growth truly blighted or hard-to-develop areas -- was 
sound. I feel they have a place. However, now we are seeing where the incentives are being used for almost 
every new project or even for existing shopping centers that want a new facade. We need to be mindful of 
cases where the justification for an incentive was thin. Also, there are some projects that were granted 
incentives and had to come back and ask for more or have been slow to start - even with the assistance of 
the TIF or CID or other incentives. I am also concerned about the government picking winners and losers. With 
the dark store theory controversy, I think there is a potential for this entire issue to be reviewed and I think 
that would be a good thing. I think this is an issue many are concerned about and rightfully so. 
 
 
Miscellaneous Questions 
 
Q9 Much has been made about new apartments and the proper balance between multi-family housing and 
single-family homes. What is your position? 
I think we have a good balance now. I believe there has been a negative reaction to the potential for new 
apartment complexes due to so many being built around Johnson County and that's understandable. As we 
look at our policies on this subject - such as zoning – we need to look at every aspect carefully. This includes 
where the apartment complex is proposed to be built, the quality of the construction and the project overall, 
the opinion of existing residents, traffic patterns, and the overall impact on Shawnee. In doing so, we certainly 
should not do anything that undermines what makes Shawnee so attractive in the first place - and that's our 
neighborhoods. It is best to have different types of housing options such as for young families and our senior 
population. 
 
Q10 If elected, how would you keep yourself informed and up to date of the issues and concerns residents 
of Shawnee and/or your ward believe are important and should be addressed? 
I believe in being a voice for the people and that means continually engaging with the people. I would 
maintain regular communication with my constituents, seeking their input on the issues before us. I encourage 
people to be active participants in city government. It's very important. 
 
Q12 Any Other Comments? Please provide any other comments you think are relevant. 
I strongly support your group! Thank you for what you're doing! 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

 

Q2 "Dark Store Theory" - Have you been aware of the current Walmart lawsuit here in Johnson County over 
the tax structure for businesses (Yes or No)? How do you see this affecting the City of Shawnee and what 
should the City communicate to the residents? 
Yes, It will most likely reduce tax revenue. The city needs to be open and honest and look at ways to reduce 
spending. The City should have a complete financial review to see where it can reduce spending. 
 
Q3 Any Other Comments? Please let us know about any additional points you think are relevant for our 
consideration. Thank you! 
 
The City tax revenue has been increasing for the past 20+ years. We need to know where the money is going, 
so we can better see where we can reduce spending. 
 
 


