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BASIC QUESTIONS 

 

Q2 What should be the core functions of city government? 
Public safety, including police, fire and public works, are paramount. That is why these functions comprise the 
vast majority of the city’s budget. 
 
Q3 What are the secondary functions that you support? 
Cities should also offer amenities (parks, events, public programming) to retain current and entice new 
residents and businesses. The governing body and city staff must be careful and thoughtful stewards of the 
public’s money. Government should be transparent and honest in fulfilling these responsibilities. 
 
Q4 Are there areas you feel the city government should not be involved with? 
The fundamental role of city government to provide core city services will never change. However, we live in a 
time that is marked by unpredictability. There are certainly areas that I would prefer the city government stay 
out of. But, “Home Rule” under Kansas law is broad for a reason. It allows local control for things that are not 
in conflict with state or federal law. There are times where we may face a new situation and be called on to 
protect public safety in ways that have not been considered before. In such cases, it is important that the 
governing body have flexibility to respond. 
 

COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
Q5 Did you endorse the proposed property tax increase to fund a Community Center? If you're on the 
council, did you champion it? Please be specific and cite examples of either your support or opposition to 
the project. 
I joined the council very late in this process, and my only substantive vote was to submit this issue to the 
voters. I stand behind that vote 100%. 
 
I believed and continue to believe the proposed Community Center would have been a tremendous amenity 
and resource for our city. My public statements were that I personally supported the proposal, but what was 
most important to me was that each voter be able to make the decision that is best for their family. More than 
anything, I consistently used my social media platform to encourage all residents to vote, regardless of their 
viewpoint. 
 
Q6 What can be done in the future to more accurately gauge the appetite of voters when it comes to the 
potential of a tax increase? 

I have full confidence in our city staff. They are professional and responsive. The initial survey results 
suggested that a majority of respondents wanted a community center. A smaller percentage were willing to 
have their property taxes raised to pay for it. While campaigning, I have spoken to hundreds of people in my 
ward and the community center often comes up. Many people are generally supportive of having a 
community center or similar amenity in western Shawnee. However, their views shifted in the last few months 
leading up to the vote for several reasons. I have heard residents tell me that they did not like the location or 
the specific offerings proposed in the community center. I heard other people say they would support a 
community center if it was free for residents to use.  The Johnson County property appraisals that came out 



just weeks before the vote also pushed many voters over the edge and led to their opposing the project. 
 
Again, I joined the council after all of that legwork was done. Clearly, there was a disconnect between survey 
results and the actual vote. I am proud of voting yes to allowing the citizens to decide whether we want to 
raise taxes to pay for the community center. This is how government is supposed to work. The city receives 
feedback from our constituents about what services and amenities they would like to see our city provide. The 
city staff studies the suggestions to see if they are feasible and are consistent with the city’s master 
plan. In this case, the city staff determined that a community center is feasible, but it would have to be paid 
for with higher property taxes (an increased mill levy). They presented their findings to the Council, and the 
Council, in turn, voted to allow the citizens to decide. If there are similar proposals to raise taxes in the future 
(there are none on the horizon currently), I would want to carefully consider the process we are using to solicit 
citizen input. 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE | TAX INCENTIVES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
Q7 Regarding the failing pipes that need to be addressed within the next several years, how would you 
tackle that and pay for it? 
I have said in multiple public forums and private conversations that our failing storm water management 
system is a high priority for the city. Failure to address those pipes that are failing will result in sinkholes. 
 
I am in favor of the continued efforts by the city and the county to categorize the current state of our pipes 
through video review, and prioritize their repair based on a) their location, and b) their impact to other parts 
of the storm water management system. There are a few things that are important to keep in mind. First, not 
all of the corrugated metal pipes are failing. Therefore, it would be a poor use of resources to try to replace all 
the pipes at once just because they are made of corrugated metal. Second, pipe projects should be 
prioritized in areas where their failure will have the greatest consequences. 
 
Along with several other council members, I have advocated for an ongoing report from the city that shows 
the current status of the pipes and includes a ranking of the relative consequence of their failure. This report 
will be continually reviewed and taken into consideration during each budget discussion. When necessary, I 
am fully prepared to vote for the release of additional funds from the general fund or from reserves to pay for 
emergency repairs. 
 
It is important to remember that our homeowners carry a higher burden for these types of infrastructure 
projects because our commercial tax base is much lower than other large cities in Johnson County. As a result, 
I want to encourage smart commercial development to help increase that tax base and allow the city to carry 
on providing the services and amenities that our residents love. 
 
Q8 What is the proper use of these incentives? When is it improper? Is there a form of incentive you favor 
over another? Is there any type you find more troublesome? Be as specific as you can. 
In some circumstances, tax incentives are appropriate to attract and maintain businesses. However, they carry 
the potential for abuse. Each type of tax incentive carries its own risks and benefits. There are several factors 
that should be considered before approving any tax incentive. First, the nature of the project and whether it 
will provide jobs, goods or services that are unmet needs in the area. Second, the city must determine 
whether the nature of the project is such that the city will derive enough benefit to offset the cost of city 
services (e.g., public safety, waste water, etc.) being provided to the business(es). The benefits could be 
through additional taxes received, or things like infrastructure improvements. Third, as much as possible, the 
city and city council should use data from other markets to predict what the development will look like at the 



end of the incentive period. We are fortunate that we have similar markets in the KC metro area that have 
taught us which types of incentivized projects are the most likely to thrive after 15 or 20 years, and which 
are most likely to require additional incentives to keep the development going. 
 
 
 
 
Miscellaneous Questions 
 
Q9 Much has been made about new apartments and the proper balance between multi-family housing and 
single-family homes. What is your position? 
I am in support of both market rate and luxury multi-family housing in Shawnee. I am also in support of 
smaller units such as studio apartments that will appeal to young professionals working in our "tech corridor." 
New smaller homes with lower starting prices would also be a welcome addition. 
 
While must be thoughtful about the precise location of these developments, having a variety of housing 
options will make our community stronger. 
 
Q10 If elected, how would you keep yourself informed and up to date of the issues and concerns residents 
of Shawnee and/or your ward believe are important and should be addressed? 
I maintain an open dialogue with residents of my ward. I respond to all constituent e-mails and phone calls in a 
timely manner, doing everything I can to answer their questions or address their concerns. My “door” is truly 
open. I often spend Saturday mornings meeting with constituents and community leaders to listen to their 
concerns, regardless of whether we agree on the issues facing our city. 
 
Also, I am very active on social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram), which I use to keep citizens informed of 
happenings in city government and to promote local businesses. 
 
When I was appointed to the council, I pledged to be open and responsive. I have kept that promise, and I will 
continue to do so if elected. 
 
Q12 Any Other Comments? Please provide any other comments you think are relevant. 
During my time on the council, I have proven myself to be an engaged leader who is always prepared. I 
support smart development that does not compromise the character of our city. I take fiscal responsibility 
seriously. I have a strong educational and professional background that helps me navigate even the most 
complex municipal undertakings. I take extra time to build relationships with my fellow council members, the 
city staff, and our community members. I am accessible and responsive. I value everyone’s opinions and 
contributions, especially when they disagree with my own. I have a strong moral and ethical compass that 
values kindness over personal gain. 
 
You do not have to take my word for it. Ask around to the people who have worked with me. Even if they 
disagree with my policy positions, you will find my description to be accurate. I am happy to have the privilege 
of representing our community. 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

 
Q2 "Dark Store Theory" - Have you been aware of the current Walmart lawsuit here in Johnson County 
over the tax structure for businesses (Yes or No)? How do you see this affecting the City of Shawnee 
and what should the City communicate to the residents? 

Yes, I am aware and I have been following the issue very closely. Walmart's success at the next level of appeals 
can have far reaching implications. If the courts ultimately rule in Wal-Mart's favor, it will mean less 
commercial tax revenue for Shawnee and other cities in Johnson County. The city may also be liable for 
refunding past revenue. 
 
Luckily, our potential liability for refunds of past revenue is limited to the past three years since the issue 
started with a change in the valuation process Johnson County used beginning in 2016. Another mitigating 
factor is that Shawnee does not have a large percentage of commercial revenue compared to our neighboring 
cities. 
 
I would like the citizens to be aware that this issue is out there and may negatively impact the budget, but 
exact numbers will not be available until the legal process is complete. One of the topics of discussion is 
whether the council should continue to incentivize socalled “big box” retail stores that want to come to 
Shawnee, or whether there is any ability to claw back incentives that were given to 
retailers who later make this claim. 
 
Q3 Any Other Comments? Please let us know about any additional points you think are relevant for our 
consideration. Thank you! 
 
Thank you for inviting me to participate in this survey. 
 
 


